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N 'WA:HHVGTON A battle between a
Senats committes and the Justice De-
partment-has-led: to disclosure of previ-
ousiy secret’ details of- bizarre activities
of current-and past top law eniorcanent

three-member Jegal
pavel.that, emonerated federal drug offi-
cials of criminal wrongdoing in-a vari-
ety of cases ranging from an alleged
plot to assassinate the president of Pan-
ama tothe purchase of buggmg eqmp-
ment. o o s
- Same of thﬂmost Solortal’ fxgura in
modern federal:law enforcement are-in®
volved in the tases, which Sen. Dennis
DeConeini [D., Ariz.] is.seeking to re-
view -as3 -his “Judiclary . Committee
examines the work of the men who han-
dled the nation’s most sensitiver pubhc
com:ptioncasafor five years. -7 -
-The cases - were in ated “in. the
final months of the Gerald Ford, admin-

Michaal Defeo, Thomas Henderson, and

of massive criminal activity within the
Jmﬂee_Departmant’s drug enforcement

" '"-7»::

THEIB FINAL mommendaﬂons were
handfiil: ot ‘their: aldes: in 1978 but. was

!rxdﬁah ‘thit *D@feo’s panel ; explored
Issues-k‘.@. CEEE § gl
Drug)-Enforce-
' snent “Administration- officials William-
Darkin and Phillip Smith “participated
"in discussions within DEA regarding a
pmpasal to assassinate then-Presidenti
" Omag.Torrijos of Panama, who was sus-
“pected. ul bung’lnw;lved in dmg traf;‘]
v 3 "d‘ ;1: |
_ancg:uons that Thomas PUCCIO, the«1
prosecutor, who went. on to become 'the’}

mov!ng “force behind the current:AB-'
=lnva$lgaﬁon of ) mmbers of Con<’
provided .secret.:

‘ret repert

“to s Boodlumt . i LRt kel

mgm officials

- '@Ndimissions~from” Lucien Conein,”
the DEA’s flamboyant intelligence chxef
‘th.at he had purchased more than $4,000
of sophisticated bugging equipment from
va shadown front "company to glve the
government *deniabllity.’” -

9 Disclosure that DEA agents accept-
ed motiey from the late Howard Hughes’
Summa Crop. for use on gaming tables

"}-mhevadn while werking: ‘tndercoverto.

Ereak upa drug.nng operated by casmo
oyess . S - -

S AF m'elatién tbat the same DEA
official who bought*the 34,000 worth of
‘bugging. equipment also sait-through-a.-
‘presetitation by arts salesmen of a cat-
_alog of
clyding: & 'gun &sguued 83 'a tigar, ex-
ploding cigaret packs, and a device tised
to trmsform a\.tomobﬂe gasolme tanks
mto dombs.: - .
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DeOOhCINI DEV!ANDED a copy of
the Defeo report earlier this month
when investigating -the performance of
the. Justice Department’s public integri- |

1y sectln as a member of the. Senate
Jidiciary. Committee. Henderson, one of
the thres-member Defeo panel headed
that\wtion until recently. -

‘However, DeConcini’s eiforts to obtam
.tba cocument to data have been rejected
3y the Justice Department in a dispute
-Dver geturity clearance for the senator’s
gides. Officials' at Justice are known to
‘view the Arizora senator’s investigation
as‘a. did ‘to gain' inﬂuence jover pohcy
ragarding the DEA:- % < 7

DeConcini has been outspoken about
his belief that federal drug enforcement

needs reform. His aides vowed he would
“keeppr%smg for. the Defeo report »: -;—‘

MEANWHILE THE Church ol Scien-
-tology has circulated portions of the De-
, feo report, which was apparently stolen.
The Scientology documents, which Jus-
tice Department sources confirmed are
genuine,  illustrate the sensmve content
_ot the full report. - :

ated lethal devxca, in-

-Defeofounc RN

s Las Vegas to ferret out a drug ring
.operating at the" Frontier Hotel then
“owned by Hughes. ;%" - 0 -.. = #3 j

;al's casing in the Bahamas. -, - ~.._..--+

. For example, rumors-of an Amencan
assassmahon plot against Torrijos were!
sexzed upon by foes of the Panama Ca-

pal.- . iR el
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“~The-report concluded that DEA intelli-
gence operatives-had not planned:.an
assassination.-The operatives told Defeo,
_howaver, that they did discover an
assassination plot against the Panamani-
an strongman and passed the informa-
t:\on along hto thl:t Central Intelligence
\gency. The plot:-was Subaequentally
’nemnﬁud,  the report saick.

" The report: also focludes the fo]!owmo
ominous-.but cryptic observation: "It
was alleged that a discussion concerning
assassination invplved theé possibility of
killing a Mr.” Noryago, the principal as-
sistant to the president of Panama, and
that [DEA .executives] Smith and Wil-i
liam Durkin .actually proposed that he’
be killed. A'review of the files does not
reveal Smith’s position as to discussions
concemmg M. Noryago I e

RS \';,.‘

" ANOTHER covmovnnsm, part of.
the report deals with Conein’s actiors,:
The onetime top intelligence operative:|
for - the “DEA,. according to an .agency.
spokesmian, no-loager holds- a.-“poLcy”-
job at the agency although be remains
assigned to DEA intelligence.

~-Conein; a CIA o operative in Viet Nam,
recrmted 14 colleagues from fne CIA fo !
join_his staff with DEA mtelhvencei
-pranch in the middle to earfy 19705,

i These operatives- conducted several
iundercover ; operations - that- Defeo
!probed. Among them was helping Sum-
:ma Corp. by sendmg “agents to gamble

Defeo found that the DEA operahves
‘used Hughes’ money to pose as high-
rolling gamblers. A similar operation
was conducted for Resorts Intemahon-

o covmmmwr':aezvls thay. have

Tost $17,000 while posing as high rollers
~at Resorts. International’s Paradise Is-
'land casino: That money apparently was
provided by the CIA-connected invesu-
‘gation agency, Intertel.-. - -~ .-
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